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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANTANA 00668 190607Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 /037 W 

073205 200855Z/13 

R 181438Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0415 
INFO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
DIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS ANTANANARIVO 0668 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, MA, CA 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: DE HAVILLAND OF CANADA DEMONSTRATES DASH-7 
IN MADAGASCAR 

1 . THROUGHOUT THE WEEK OF APRIL 3RD, DE HAVILLAND OF 
CANADA DEMONSTRATED ITS DASH-7, 50-PASSENGER, 4-ENGINE, 

STOL TURBO-PROP TRANSPORT TO MADAGASCAR CIVIL AND MILITARY 
AVIATION OFFICIALS. DEMONSTRATION INCLUDED CARRYING REGULAR 
AIR MADAGASCAR PASSENGERS FREE-OF-CHARGE ON NORMAL AIR 
MADAGASCAR ROUTES THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND. 

2. DEMONSTRATION RECEIVED WIDE AND FAVORABLE PUBLICITY 
IN PRESS DASH-7'S TO REPLACE ITS DC-4'S ALREADY RETIRED FROM 
SERVICE. WHILE WE HAVE NO CONCRETE CONFIRMATION, WE HAVE 
HEARD SPECULATION THAT AIR MADAGASCAR MAY WISH TO BUY THREE 
DASH-7 S AND THAT AIRLINE AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE PARTI- 
CULARLY INTERESTED IN ONE MODEL IN VIP CONFIGURATION. 

3. AIR MADAGASCAR ALREADY OPERATES SIX DE HAVILLAND 
DHC-6 TWIN OTTERS, AND THE DASH-7 WOULD APPEAR 

TO BE STRONG CONTENDER TO ALLOW AIR MADAGASCAR TO 
OFFER EXPANDED SERVICE TO SMALL COMMUNITIES ALREADY 
SERVED BY THE TWIN OTTERS (NOTE: PUBLISHED AVERAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANTANA 00668 190607Z 
PRICE OF DASH-7 IS 3.75 MILLION DOLLARS). 

4. FOR NAIROBI: PLEASE PASS ABOVE INFORMATION TO 
LOCKHEED REPRESENTATIVE BLAINE STEVENS AT HILTON HOTEL. 
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